St. Barnabas Episcopal Parish

Denver, CO

Vestry Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting:
Wednesday, April 22nd 2009

6.00 PM Marshall House

Date of Approval:
Wednesday, May 27th 2009
Certification by Clerk:
Irene Shepard

Irene Shepard

Attendees

Wardens and Vestry: John Lind, Jody Will, Mary Duell, Conor Farley, David Millis,
 Jim Schefe, Jack Unruh, Meredith Wakelyn, Judy Ward, 
Apologies: Lynn Herlinger, Janet Manning
Rector: Paul Garrett

Associate: Deb Angell

Vestry Clerk: Irene Shepard
Dinner provided by Jim, Judy and Mary.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6.30 PM by Paul. 
Opening Prayer: Paul led Early Evening Prayers.
Approval of Minutes of the March Vestry meeting: A motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting was proposed, seconded and carried.
Report Back
Paul introduced the idea of a 10 minute report of matters of concern to the congregation reported to vestry.  The following points were made

1. Investigate the availability of an Adult Forum time slot and need for precedence for Parish matters.  Good communications was important for harmonious functioning.

2. Sandy will deal with the pulley system to the undercroft on her return from a family funeral.

3. The procedure for Announcements on Sunday was discussed.  It was recognized that people organizing parish events needed face to face contact with parishioners but the method introduced during Lent would be continued for a while.
.
Finance Committee Report- Judy Ward explained that the Finance Committee had not met before the Vestry Meeting because there are five Wednesdays in April.  The committee meets the last week of the month.
Rector’s Report- Paul reported:
1. He has developed a relationship with Metro Care Ring, who will help him evaluate the requests of people (not parishioners) who occasionally drop by St. Barnabas and ask for assistance.  Once evaluated, he can decide whether to provide assistance from the Rector's Discretionary Fund or not. There has been a 40% increase in calls for help.

2. He wants to approach the Outreach Committee to organize a packaging “party” at Metro Care Ring.  They needed help to repackage bulk dried foods.

3. The Bishop is to visit on St. Barnabas Day 14th June.  More details available later.

4. People who are ticketed on Sunday morning for parking on 13th Street are asked to report to Carol or Paul.  This issue was being addressed by CHUM. 

5. Easter was a glorious celebration.  223 people attended at 9.30 on Sunday.

Senior Warden’s Report- John reported that 
1. He had published an updated list of committee chairs (Attachment 1)  

2. A meeting with all committee chairs had been postponed to May 17th.   He had done initial preparatory work but asked for a small group to work further with Paul as he would be away on that day.  Jack, David, Conor, Judy and Meredith agreed to help with this. They will meet on May 9th.
Junior Warden’s Report- Jody 

1. A vestry meal schedule was circulated.
2. There was a need for a person to take on the job of reminding people about Sunday duties i.e. readers, servers and ushers.  An announcement asking for volunteers would be made.

3. Although an electrician had recently OK’d church wiring he would be called back to check lights in NE corner of Marshall House.

4. Money had been received from insurers to deal with flood damage in sacristy and problems would be dealt with soon.

5. A Master calendar was to be placed in the hall by Carol’s office.

6. A  Vestry suggestion box would be introduced

Associate’s Report- Deb Angell reported that
1. She attended a special meeting at the Parish Resource Center in Denver (1420 S. Holly St.) for past and present board members. She suggested that we could become subscribers and receive help for programs such as the Adult Forum.  The Parish Resource Center has consultants on staff  that are available to subscribers.

2. She is going to attend the update training, to be re-certified as a trainer for the “Safeguarding God’s Children” program.  Bill Miles completed his Recertification training in the fall of 2008.

3. Jan McPhail had started a prayer shawl ministry

Family Ministry Report- Paul read out Jane Schmitz’ report:
1. OWL (Our Whole Lives): Sexuality Education - Eleven students completed the OWL class taught by Paul and Jane. They met for one hour after the 9:30am service Feb. 15 through March 15.  In the evaluations, every student said they would recommend this class to others.   91% felt they had gained new information.  In general, kids liked the confidentiality, the openness, learning more about puberty and sex. 
2. 70 people and 36 kids attended Our Families in Faith Lenten Potluck and Craft evening.  Our craft volunteers did a wonderful job and parents and kids were super.  The kids decorated cookies with palm leaves for Palm Sunday’s coffee hour.

3. On Easter, over 50 kids looked for 400 plastic Easter Eggs (the hunt was both upstairs and outside.  Each child received an Easter bag.

4. Sunday, April 26th, the Families in Faith group will meet at Lucky Strike Lanes for a buffet lunch and bowling.

5. The ARTS Camp will be from June 15 – 19 at 10am – 3 pm daily with a sharing on Sunday, June 21st. One place is still available.  The theme is justice.  There is still a need for adult volunteers.   Ken Phillips and Locken Laine will do visual artists, Jaime Lujan will work on a drama project, and John Kerber will provide music.  

6. In May, Families in Faith meets for Parents Pause, a very popular event.  Childcare is provided for younger kids and older kids separately

.
New/Continuing Business-

· July Meeting A Pot luck Barbecue in Paul’s back yard.
· Vestry Retreat Review

               There was a wide ranging discussion about how to share the retreat with the parish.  The Committee of Committees meeting on May 17th would begin that process.  Some people expressed the fact that the most important outcome was an increased camaraderie and trust among vestry members.

Another important point was the recognition of the need to begin planning for a youth group in 2 years.   
· Garden clean up this Saturday.

· Jim reminded everyone of the All Parish Bake Sale and First Annual Spring Bazaar on May 3.

Closing Prayer and Adjournment- Paul

Next Meeting: May 27th at 6.00 pm
APPENDED DOCUMENTS are in the Vestry Meeting Minutes file in Lukens Wing and available online on the St. Barnabas website.

1.  List of St. Barnabas Committees and Chairs.
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